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This is ERG 40 for October, 1972, and is published by Terry Jeeves,
230 Bannerdale Rd., Sheffield $11 9FL, Zngland,. The subscription

rate is 4 issues for 30p in tae U.K, American customers nay send a
dollar bill for the next 5 issues,

A cross in this space { ) indicates your sub needs renewing,

Greetings Zrgbeings, in case you hadn't all ready noticed, this
issue is a further milestone (or nillstone) along ERG's highway. Deing
nuaber 40, I succumbed to nuierous requests {all from Alan Burns) and did
a cover illo suitable for electrostencilyrenroduction, the original for
which will be sold to the highest hidder. VWhen I took the coverillc in
to the dealer's, he swenl ten ninutes in the back room conferring with his
partner, then cawe back and pffered me a part-tine job doing artwork for
his firm....s0 cleciro-stcncils have their uses after all.,

Those of you who remember ny old Cortina, will be pleased to know
that it has now been replaced by a brand-new QOpel 'Kadette!, citrus yellow
in colour, and bearing the liccnce number P'B 100K. Hzybe I'm just lucky,
but the Cortina kad only one delivery Tault {(an unconnected air-hose on the
heater), and so far, the Opel hasn't come up with anything wrong..apart
frou the dealer completely forgetting to put on the extras I asked far,

And now for a few requests. TFirst off, when you have finished
reacing this issue, would you do two things ? 1., Write a brief T.OC
telling me what you lilked/disliked, and 2. Pass the issue to a friend (or
enenny). DNow another request is to all the rice peoplc who regularly
aslt z1e for artwork. I an only too nleascd to help out where I can,
but postage costs money. During the last twelve months, I nailed out
725*picces of mail, items ranged from 2pto 25p, so ny postal bill is a
hefty iten..ses if you want artwork (or other material) then return
postaze will be greatly appreciated. By the same token, I regret thiat
ERG'will not be mailed te those who nmake no response either by trade,

LOC, or cash money, apart fron a fow very spceccial friends,

AUSSIEANDOM watch out. Hy daughter Pauline Margarct marrics
Martin DISHCP on July 24th (now in the past tcnse as you read
this) and emigratcs to Melbourne in August to start teaching
there, Dy this timc, they will be down under..so if any
of you feel like giving thenm a welcoile, I'1l be publishing
address as soon as L get it...the Jeeves are now infiltrating
Australiae....in the glRisc of Bishbps.

AGSTRALIA

Tan ¥aule (In Maya) says he thinks Ompa, ' a collectio
of fandon's failed fans'....Aforcsaid failed fans invite Fou
to the 1973 OMPACON in Bristol...write to, Frcd Hemniings,
20 Seech Rd., Slough, Bucks SL3 7D0, registration fee is
50p4 I don't know if Tan will be there, if s0, maybe he
would lilke to cxplain successful fandorm to the audience..
or display all four successful issues of Maya.

Bestest, Terry
(((iﬁ Cover bids to the editor...highest bid by Nev.1st, wins )))
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PART 12“'

By

Tﬁrwg Jeeveés

Apart from the normal, nostalgic, run-of-the-mill memories
bearing on related topics; there are numerous unrelated bits which pop to
the surface only to be shoved aside as being irrelevant to the theme under
discussion., Ior once, I'm going to indulge my grasshopper-mind, and jump
hither and yon &s the fancy takes me. As with most people who take a good
long lock after they have leaped, I shall no doubt take a few pratfalls,
but this all adds to the fun of the game, so herec goes. Tkis time, the
startiﬂg—Off point SlE oo da oo

“... FAMOUS__FALLACIES

Hew often have we read something like, “Hanl: scooped
the girl's recumbent form into his arms, and ran, lungs burstingessees’
Usuaily he keeps a full head of steam for a mile or so. Well mates, if
any of you have ever tried the bird-lifting bit, you will be fully aware
that it is a bagk-brealing, knee-straining chore to get her off the deck.
»seand then to RUN ! Nuts. You might manage three, waddling, pregnant-
duclklilze .staggers, and blooey ! The 0ld knee joints fold three ways fronm
Sunday, and down you go, ker-splaat on top of the popsy (about the only
brisht spot in the whele proceedings). Nevettheless, in the good old pulps
no here worthy of his salt got by without performing this minor miracle,



in adcition, lic wonld also take pot shoks at the cuemy as he ran, gencrally
bagging seven or eight with a2 six-shooter, I nominate this caper as ~
Famous' allacy Noe.T...and any authors' out there who have ever use it should
blush with shame - unless thoy are prepared to put on a demonstration at

the next convention.

Another frequent bit of fatuousness is the intelligent
life Torm wiadch evolves in an environmment inimical to its well-being,
Typical examples are the oxXypgen-breathers whe evolve and prosper on chlorine
atimosphered planets, by working inside crystal domes or suchlike, One
wonders how their lungs/gills/etc coped with the chlaine while they were
busy erecting the domes. Logically, any twit daft enough to pick such a
planet to do his evelving would grow up as & Ctulhu-fearing chlorine addict.

Less fallacious, but equally olnoxious were tne regular
stereotypes of the old pulps. 3till haunted by the Bepression years, the
authors regularly threw up (?) ex college boy heroes temporarily down on
their lucl, and waiting to @nap up any (honest) job. Such people were of
course quickly pounced upon by the numerous mad scientists who prowled the
city streets in search of human juinca-pigs. All such (mad) scientists
caze fully equipped with secret Jaboratories and beautiful dauvghbters, nieces
or wards, This lass (often referred to as a 'real true brick?,.which
prevably neant she was a red-faced square..served a doublke purpose.
rirst, she figured in the mild, watery {and utterly sexless) love interest.
Secondly, she had to get herself causzht by <u HManchu, aliens from the /ith
dimension, or any other nasly characters. This of course would sogoner cr
later allow cur ex-Yale guarterback to, 'scoop the girl's ¢rumpled form’
into his arms and...! 8y the way, that tast bit, "and....'' does not
continue with, 'tumble her in the hay', cither. As mentionecd earlier, the
love intcerest was sweelt, innocent, and very sickening. The men were tongue-
tied ocafs, and the girls bashful to a fault. Their favourite gimuick bheing
to cast down their eyes - a2 feat encountered so offen, it is a wounder the
pavemcnts were not covered with squashed eyeballs,

Then there was the CCSMIC DIIASTER as chronicled hy
Clifford (Hellhounds of the Cosmos) Simalk, John (Dark Sternity) Russell
Yearn, and many others. In more recent years, authors tended to e more
picayune, with mences which threatened only humanity,
Triffids killed pecple, the 'Death of Grass' faced us
with starvation, and the Vitons milked us as cattle,
but in the days of the pulps, ne writer wounlad scttle
for less than the extirnction of the universe.
Methods varicd, a favourite being the atonmic
experiment carried out in an ultra universc
of which we were but an atom. Another idea
was that our Cosmos existed only as & drcam
in the mind of & superbeing..who awoke and
disintegrated everything..this appeared in
YONDER as 'Drean's End'. Less ambitious
writers brousght their alien hordes down Lo
ensiave and piliage our DZarth, Plutonians
pirated out coal (which they called 'bobo'
in an AZTOUHBIHE story). but more often
they wanted our women. I often wondrgd
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f'“just what a five tentacled, chlorine breathing artaropod from Sirius b
““’ wantcd to do with the beautiful blonde, but no doubt he had ambitions..

come to that he could probably do her more good than the college eunuch,

Other trivia of the pulp era were the 5.P.W.5.5.Y .M.
(If I've got the letters correct) and the trimmed edges war, The forsmer
arose over the practices of stapling the signatures of the magazines in
the binding stage, These tended to pull through the flimsy paper so that
the magazine disintegrated....yes, we had built-in obsoclence way hack in
the old days. After much letter hacking, somchody
(Bob Tuekcer ?2) came up with a mythical 'Society for

,f“f%% the Prevention of Wire Staples in Science
V=

# Z§ Tiction Magazines. Not to be outdone, the

% {,y oprosition came up with a society for theoir
‘%’};a. Preservation and a mighty letter battle raged

# # s while the publishers went right
A on using staples, The trimmed
: ’ edges debate was less bitter

and hinged on the way in
which magazines werce issued
;ﬁﬁﬁ with raw cdges closcly

. resembling a stack

of cross-cut saws.
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it {15,
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Personally, I 3
soived the problem by using a sharp knife and a straight-edge on my

nasazines,...a system which gave me higinly acceptable nagazines.

Lettercolunns appeated everywhere, ASTOUHRIRG printed
lotters virtually without comment. In WONIER, Gernsback gave effusive
replies. O'Conor Sloanc in AMAZING was usually heavily pedantic, and
clscwhere,.the utterly juvenile 'Sergeant Saturn' rar his column full
of %eno juice and space jargen aimed at those with I,7's of lecss than 30,
The Adir Jar magazines had similar columns, with 'hangar tallk! where the
senior pilot patronised the 'fledgelings' with his expertise. Jurprisingly
ne magazine ever capmc up with an agony colunn. Imagine the fun thcey
could have had in replyin; to '“orried Bluc yes!' when she wrote to ask
how to kzep dry rot out of her magazinc ccliccetion.

Just prier to the war, two new magazines hit the stands.
MARVEL SCIENCE STORIZS and DYNAMIC SCIENCE STORINS sct fandom on its ears,
The first issue of MARVEL (903 of which was purported to have been written
by Ruttner and his pseudonyms) brouszht sex to s-f. LEach story featured
a bheaubtiful heroine who invariably got stripped to her scantics within a
coupie-of pages. In the lead story, she set a rccord by getting strippned
on every planct of the Scolar Systen, as horny carapacecd, crah-lile allecns
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dronled uver het rveumbenl or wribhing body, However Henry was rather /
in a rut over his sex life (funay pun), and one guickly tired of such
phrases as, '"The wispy garment tore away to reveal the milxy white globes
of her breasts..." Had the illos been nmore explicit, Harvel might have
kept my attention longer, but I still recall one heroine
ankle-chained to a glowing red-hot ball as it chased her
round an arena. D¥ENAMIC was less titillating but more
'Realistic'. In:one yarn, the remnants of an invaded
America wexe_driﬁén to hide in underground caverns
for many general.

ik

ions.: A man shortage led to a law
e "+ . ordering each male
to 'service'
several
WOMEN « » o

.« oan arrangement much more

interesting to the virtually - %
all-male readership, than the A T iy
altsrnative might have been. In both MARVEL
and DYITAMIC, the science content could have been engraved on the head
of a piu, and both magazines vanizhed fairly guickly from circulation.

Other outstanding items from the past were some of the
great 'inventions' of s-f, ‘ells pgave us "Cavorite', the gravity-in une
netal which took his travellers to the moon. TFrom Karl Capelk's play
2.7.2. (Rossum's Universal Robots) we got the word 'robot'. Gerasback
postulated radar fairly accurately in RALPH 124Ch1+, together with long
ranze TV, Arthur Clarke's ‘'ireless 'orld article in 1948 postuliated the
relay satelliites which made it come true, It fell to Doc Smith to cone
up with the greatest and nost coupletely worked-out invention in the
shnape of his 'Bergenholm! which nade possible and plausible the Lonsnan
saga, +hat made the Sergenholm 2ore than just a super gadget, was the
allied concent of intrinsic velocity and the meticulous way in which Doc
wove the whole thing into his pleots. I don't know who invented the
natter transpitter, but George O Suith cxplored its possibilities pretty
thorouzhly along with bean-power transriscicn and a few other lesser
itens, pank Herbert wrote 'Under Prescure! and postulated subetugs,
an idea which led to the invention of the '"Dracone' for oil delivery.

No doubt Buck Rogers and his flying belt formed the inspiration for the
tjump=belt' recently demonstrated by the American army (and also Ly Janmes
Bond) . Heinlein invented the 'aldo' but the interesting thing about
this naning of the mechanical hands now used in atonmic research, is that
Heinleiif's original Walde was the nan who operated them, not the devices
themselves...but the name was very guickly transferred.

END OF PART LEL=VEN.



the LET oWk . g
say something o' The dovaliopement of S,F, during the evoliution
of the storiss, from Iriplanetary up to Children of the ILens.
Triplanetary, which, Zu the originsl form it was publlshed had
no coanection wivh ths lens, was born in the gosh-wow SF pulps
of the thiritiesz, when SF was the thinking man'!s escape from a
world licking Iwss wounds frem the depression. Disney put outb
"Who 's afraid of the Big Bad Wolf" at the time, Smith wrotse
Iriplanetary. ~ut thon the coming war was clearly seen, aand so
Smith; conscicuily or nel, bogen a scries about a super-colossal
war, not belwcen nations bubt betwesn stellar systems and
vltimately involving not one galaxy but two. Whereas previous
authors had done cameos, Smith did a vest rmral. He failed, not
because he w=s LinadeguaZe but beczuse the tesk was too
monumenial Ter any aubthor. 411 subsequent authors have failed,
because a galaxy .ounvaluing fen blllion or more stellar systems
cannot be pertrayed other Ghan fleetingly, just as a writing
apout a geachore can only mention & handful of odds and ends to
be found therc, &@ad Smith himself admits this, more credit to
him. Bui he har lefl us what I can only Serm the Galactic
Concept and Tor that we arc in his debt.

Before I go further I would
juss like vo say chat I have deliberately loft out dates of
story publicacion, anyonc seelting data casn find it in the Jeavas
inalog checklist parts 1 & 2, with the oxception of Triplanetary
which appcared In Amazing Stories sbhout the mid-~thirties, All
my data is drawn from the paperback serises put out by Fyramid
occause this edifion has a lot of extra material put in by the
author, including Inserts in the stories which gives the whols
series an excellent continuity, and secondly you can get the
ryramid series in its entirety for szbout the price of one issue
of Astounding(as sAnalog was then called) of the Smith period.

But to get on. Briefly the
Lensman series concerns a sories of conflicts between good and
bad forces for dominatlon of space. The good forcos are backed
by a race of fcarsome mental attaimments called the irisians. The
enemy of good stems from a race called tho Eddorians. The Arislans



always Liave g sliglt edgs over the
Eddorians, proliably because good
always has a slight edge over evil,
outside of modern novela. Now here
the author skates over some
decidedly thin ice. The Jrisians
can not overcome Eddore by their
cwn rowers, the most they can
achieve is a stalemate. To beat
Eddore they need the forces of
clvilisation. At thls point the
reader must Salko all his factuzsl
books of modern astronomlcal
theory and lock them away, because
in the story the planetary systems
of this galaxy were formed when
Lundmark's nebala passed through
our own. Now it is only falr to

Doc Smith to s&y that he did his
best in the 1lizht of what was

then known about the origin of planets, and whether the systems
of our galaxy came into existence by galachic collision or dust
cocagulation makes no differencc to the storiss, in fact when
the stories were edited for publicatior in books Doec protably
decided to leave things as they werse and the hell with
perfectionists,

To get on with why 4Lrisia
needed civilisation.Whon the planetary systems of the galaxy
were formed srisia plantsd life on thom, and hence when thoy
had suitably evolved they could then do by paysical means what
their begotters couldr't do by montal methods, and humanold or
not they were .risian in origln, but ondowed with free will to
opt for good or evil, and opt for evil many of them did. Eddora,
on tne other hand, were a race on a planet that had como From
another spaco-time continuum and saw in the newly formed series
of our galactic systems a goldon chence to furthor their one
aim of gaining power, and of course the Arisians smartly
stepped in and held Eddorc at bay until civilisation had risen
to a sufficiently high standard to go in and clobber Eddoro.

liow within civilisations races
Ardsia had carefully prescrved two bloodlincs, one which would
ultimately give rise to a man and tke other to a woman whom ho
would marry, otherwise Kimbell Kinnlson and Clarissa McDougal,
all the stories leacd up to the mesting and marriage of thess
two and in the final stor¥y thoir four ckildrsn take over the
guldance of civilisation, thankfully no doubt, relinguished bty
Arisia. But inbetween--—--

e can skip the first story
Triplanctary since in essence it meroly sets the stago and go
on to The First Lensman. Ir. this ook Virgil Samms who is
striving to organise an intorstellar guardian force finds that
it 18 impossitle to make any identifying unit whish onposing



forces enmol dupllcsate, Howover
Dr, Bergenholm, inventor of the
interstellar drive, but actually an
frisian in dsgulse,tells Samms to
go to Arilsianwhose inhabibants hsd
created esn indentifying device
incepable of duplication. This was
the lons, which makes possible the
rige of civilisation until 1ts

.o ultimato settling of the LEddorilens.
'The lens is attuned to its waarer
and only he, or eventually she,can
come In contact with it without

an instant horrible death, It 1s a
device of many functions, each story
revealling new ones until ultimately
in the Children of the Lens 1t
bocomos wnecessary.

With the lens Samms
gces out inte space to reerult
members for his proposed Galactile
Patrol, which will bring law to all space. lic learns of a pirate
organisation and infiltrates i, many sttempls sroe made to kill
him but all fail, Then he omb arks into politics and by kicking out
the bad guys takes over Earth, maklng the Patrol secure in its
backing.

"The next atory, Galactic Pstrol introducoes Ximball
Kinnison, who 13 %o be the lead character of the following two
books, Gray Lensman and Sccond Stage Lensmen. The books can beo
briefly summarised by saying that they tell how Xinnison
gradually destroys more and more of the Galactic nower of the
Tddorian orgarised plracy oporating under the codename Boskone,
Jging his lens hie probes and pries and links up wlth throe
strange fellows. Tregonsec of Rlgul was first contacted by Virgll
Samms . Looking{in the orginal 1illes in Astoundlng) like a
hoadleas glophant. Worsel of Valantla is a saurlan type, and
Nadreck of Palair is indescribatle, a sort of insect type but living
in a poiscnous stmosphere at a tomperature of near zero. As a
sidoline Kinpison woco and eventually wins the beautiful Clarissa
MeDougal, so erc united the two bloedlires, so long protected by
srislan agents. From this union czcmes five children, a boy Christopher,
and four girls, Constance, Katherine, Camilla and Ksron. Theseo
five children are the ultimate in mental powers, lncredibly
groater than their fathor, they are the final agents of the
destruetion of Eddore, and 1ts next-below the planet of Floor.

To sum up; thoe series cnd by
tne Kinnisen chlldren replacing the Arisilans who abdicate their
aubhority and move on , who knows whero? The last book 1s
kegun and onded by a message from Christopher Kinnlson, talking of
a new monacce. Did° Doc Smith mean to write further Lensman stories?
Wi shall ncver know, but he 4did write Mastor of the Vortex, =
Kinnison period story, but nowhoerse as great as the Lensman series.
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I7 the story-linc of the Lensman
orics is trite it is the triseness of o Christmas tree. Seon in
s pot vhore l: 1littlsc %o 1%, bui after the decorations and lights
rs addod the triteness goes and what is there ls a thing of boauty
and tc the uvncyuical mind a source of wonder. Schuyler Miller
used the adjectivos thud ard blundor for the series, but admitted
that they had a fascination.
To spoak first of cheraecters, Ch wmy,
T11] swoar Doc Smith Zoved boy scouts, and not in tho Nows of tho
World wey elther. Tho humans in the storises are almost unbearably
prissy and virtuous, This is, kowever, made up for by some of the
most violen’ aggression ovér beheld. Smith makes the honest concopt,
atas ignored toc often now, that ageinst evll good must fight to tho
doath, with no gquartor given. Honce when Ximball Kinnison, or his
humanoid friend Van Buskirk from a 3G planet, or the reptllian
Worsel, or the elephantine Tregonsoc and the woirdo Nedreck of
Pelain figkt the outcome is only doath for the opponent. There are
neny charactcers geod and bad, all carefully drawn, but with nilce
economy. The arisions must have given Smith some trouble. They
are 21) things to all wen and women and arc scen differently by
everyone. Spith cbviously culled & little from & child's vision of
Hoaven. The shundorous Mentor is God, Eukonidor and the othors are
the ministering angols. Gharlanc of Eddore is drawn as Satanle 1n
power and pride, and his minions. Holrmth, Prellin, Kardron and
others are cast as minor demons. But Smith doesa woll by the
mddorians and thoir satellibtes, ~hey have all the vicces save
cowardico, and inevivably they gie (humanold or not) like men, and
the Galactic patrol loses tabtleships and lives horestly, as it
would in real life. Smilh rather falls down a little on his
women however. Bven Clharissa MeDougall, Kinniscon'lz girl scoms
rather oddly sexless, and the matriarchs of Lyreno are so sexless
28 to be neuter almest. StL1L this is a very rofreshlng change
from to-dayls storics where women arc women and let the whole
world know it. I think of all the charactors my favourlte lsg
NadreceXk of Palain. The Palainians have & great respoct for their
skins and will not deign to be brave wherc cowardice will do.
¥onotheloss they , or rather Nadreck, docs some feats of 1ncrcdible
derring-do, and for all his trouble usually onds of with deprecating
his abilitiecs and recciving =2 ticking-off from Kinnlson.
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' But without doubt the picee-de-
Tosistance of the wholo series is tho concept of thought and its
uses. ot first with the lons and later withoul it, Kinnison and his
men communicate among thomselves and with the most incredible
alions. Smith wiscely naver goes beyond telepathy in mental powers,
but armed with this Kinnison can slay, paralyse, cast 1llusions,
control all mindg(cxcept the highor acholons of [Eddora) right down
to those of 1nscebs and worms. His children arc even better, they
dont need a lons at all, slmply because they could create thom by
mental powors, and arc as far above thelr paronts mentally as tholr
parcents aro sbove ordinary pecople. I can hardly say that all
subsaquent psi storios stemmed from Smith's concepts, but if it were
so proved I'd bolieve it without question.

LT I ool s D]
The hardware in the stori

woird and wondorful. Primarily I think is the thought screen.
Kinnison and others can block their minds by shoer will powoer,
but the man-~in~the-stroot can wear a mochanical thought screcn of
various degrecs of sophlstication, and of coursc whole plenets can’
be shiolded by such scroens. But there arce othor acrcens of courso,
1like the weapons mainly complicatod force~ficlds. Smith wastes no
time about laboured oxplanations of how they work, he uses thom
and the roader has %o accopt thom, along with ray projectors large
and small, tractor and pressor boams, shear-plancs of force, a
perfectly diddy 1little explosive called duodecaplyatomate which
detonates at the spoed of light and might, with a little help
from Los Alamos be mado almost as poworful as the hydrogen bomb%
Finally therc ias tho inortlaless drive, genoratod by the Borgonholm
(a deviee invented by an Arisian in disguiso). This give ships
spaeds of up to ninety parsccs an hour and is hellishly complicatod
to oporeto bobtwecn vessols. Under inertialess conditlons cverything
has 1ts intrinsic velocity still and once you drop something out
from an Inortialess condition that velocity has to adjust 1tself,
generally with conslidorable violonce. I don'!t dare spcculato how
PTL travel can be accomplishod by being incertialess but who caras
anyway

The multiple univoerse theory is
trottad out and rofurbished like new by Doc Smith, Eddore came into
our unlvorsc from another, at tho end of the scries Kinnlson 1s sont



by his enémies through an almost infinite pumber of univorses, bub| )

18, found by the power .of love of his wlfe and lugged back to the

nermal universe by Arisilan power, and then at tho ond the Arlsians

fo¥d. on and humanity in the shapc of the Xinpison children takes:

COVED . — | t .

LRt , It isn't casy to ovaluate the
Lensman :gstories, tut I would say it's almost required reading for
anyone interestod in how SI gained maturity. It's a meonumental

“geries, probably the longest sories of storics wlth a conneanted
theme in SF, in fact most of tho scrics arc not complete and _
requlre you to go and obtain tho later books to see how thlngs
work out. Somoc of the novels have a sort of synopsis that will
clue you in. Now I tell you for nothing that yvou!ll either loatho
or love the Lensman scorios, This is definitely not a set of storiles
for the slck-mindod long~haired howlers that wo have to-day in
the ranks of SF readers. There is neither promisculty, .fornlcation
ant4~horoes or tho rcst of tho trappings put about by the Zolaznys
and Spinrads who writc now, Thesc aro just woll~told yarns that
vou could safely start thc youngest member of tho family off on.

I can hardly end without
mentioning a book that is laid in Kinnlson timo, this 1is "Mastor
of the Vortex" and concorns tho efforts of ono. M"storm" Cloud, a
nucalonics genius te £ind out the cause of the curloms scries of
etomle vortices being gencrated by power plants, and which are
dostroying ovorything. Needless to say he oventually succeods
in a rethoer incrcdible mannor. This bock is 1nterosting because
it doeals in moro dotails with the characteristles of the various
races that Smith skipved lightly over in his ILcnsman serigs.

It is quite a good yarn, and probably rather more sophisticatod
than the Kinnison serices, Co

So thero we have 1t. Will Doc
Smith be rememberod for his writings, 1% is p robable that he

will, The rcason is tkhat he doesn't try to do anything but
entertain the reador, COthor than that good will triumph over
evil he points no moral message. He doals with no curront

problems, and for anyono sick of present day SF for about a

pound {or thrra or four dollars, you can get an contortalnment

that will never grow stale, :
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TERRY  JEEVES |

Planctary colonisation has long been a mainstay of s-fy but is it
really a practical proposition ? For the sake of discussion, let's assune
that we have space vehicles capable of carrying 100 colonists to the planet
of our choicc, along with a slew of pigs, fowls, cattle, grain, secds ctc.
I chosc 100 colonists, since that approximates almost exactly to the number
of Pilgrim PFathers who made the Tirst settlement in fmerica. To transport
so many to another star systenm, is way in our future - the idea of %erra-
forming a hostile planet to our specification nust be even further ahead
without cxperience on fricndly worlds, so let's sce how fricandly a world
has to hes Right away, we nced a planet sufficiently close to our own
Earth in pgravity, atmosphere and temperature, for men to exist on it with
no special protection other than say furs for warmth.

A breathable' atmosphere covers a multitude of sins, as shown by
a trip across open moarland, then a hike through a pig farm, into the hack
yard of an abattoir or chemical factory, with side trips down a coal mine
or up to the top of a high mountain, Technically, the air in cach place is
breathablec...but would you like some if those extremes for the rest of your
iife 2

Nominally, our air is 1/5 Oxygen and 4/5 Nitrogen, with traces of
other sases thrown in,.mostly inert unless you live in a smog-bound :
industrial area. The important part is that 1/5 Oxygen which our lungs
gulp through at umpteen cubic feet per hour. We necd that nininun amount
on Planet Zero, or anoxia ensues and people do the daftest things while
thinlcing them fully rational. On the other hand, pure O2 is also a problen
and nceds diluting with somc harnless gas {as happens in our own air). So
let's hopc that Zero has a sufficiently dense but harmless oxygenated
atmosphere with similar proportions to our own -- too dense, and other
problens arisc. Lungs and heart get overworked just punping it, ‘iBends'
from dissolved gases bLecone nore likely when swimming with SCUSB3 gear, or
oven in mountain climbing; even our ears wmight suffer from the increased
clarity of sound transnitted, plus of dourse greater atmoespheric heat
conduction making days hot and nights cold, although such conduction might
be balanced by lower radiation losses.

Gravity changes would poe 2 multitude of snags. On the surface,
less than 1g might secnm desirable, particularly to older peoplc, but
evidence indicates the body re-absorbs caleiun in zero-g, so presuaably
this mizhit occur to a lesser degree at say 0.6g. However, a cumulative
effect over the years could prove fatal, with weakencd bones snapping . at
the slightest overload. On the roads, less weight means Lless friction
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traction, so taat vehicles would have a leoad-moviag problem, cars in J
particular tending to zlide off the road on bends. Buildings however,
could soar higher and nore gracefully on weaker materials, Hoisting
machinery, cranes and lifts would need less power - a zZood thing, since™.-
hydro—eiectric power plants would produce fewer kKw for a given water-head.

ledical experiments have indicated that reduced air pressure helps
expectant mothers to produce brilliant children, so a sinilar effect might
be a by-product of low gravity. On a high-G planet, this might 'be reversed
and lead io a population of morons. Other results of digh~C would be the
hroken hones as an almost inevitable result of a minor fall, Varicosce
veins, pulled muscles, slipped discs would abound, and child-bearing would
become a nightmare, undertaken and survived only by the bravest and stroug-
est women...a situation leading to rigid birth centrol and a declining
population. It is doubtful whether a colony would get past its second
ceneration on such 2 world. Bven the humble tea-bhreak would evolve into
15 minutes horizontal rvest in overy hour, with disastrous results to both
productiviyy and working hours. Another effect would be a denser air
pressure rapidly thinning with altitude thus adding to the icad on a heart
all ready straincd by tie gravity. Duildings would be low and squat, as
would such cveryday thinps as tables, chairs, shelves, lamps ard even the
colonials belt and braces, brassieres would be minor miracles of engineering,

It is obvious from tie two factors of air and gravity alone that
any co}onisation will Ye limited to a fairly narrow gravity band of say,
0,0 to 1.2 G, with an atmospheric composition and density varying little
from tha: of sarth. Even =0, we have barely touched the problem. The
human body can adjust pretty well to temperatures ranging fronm below zero
to around 100°F given suitable protection...not so his animals and crons.
These are much more demanding as to temperature..ané to rainfall. o
provide the latter, our planet will nced fairly extensive occans, and
a reascnably balanced temperature. To provide these additional parameters,
our planet will need a certain amount of axial tilt to give it scasonSaes
and an elliptical orhit about its primary will help. Unless the settlers
are to be faced with some worsion of rotatin? shift-work, an axial spin of
about 24 hours will bLe needed., ‘“hile not es-<ential, a 24 hour day is
likely to have deep segted nsycnclcgical (and possibly physiological)
effects. Again, that elliptical orbit must lkeep the planet within tae
temperatures bearable by man and his ecology.

Summing up, Planct Zere should ideally have a gravity of from
0.0 to 1.2G, an atmosphere approxinating to Earth's, similar tenperatures,
to cur winter and sumuer cnes (we can accept a Siberian winter and
Morth African or Lquatorial sumser), with scasons to mateh, Lainfall
within reasonable limits, a 24 hour day, and pessibly for psychelaogical
reasons, & sun subtending a similar visual angle to Scl, not only fer
siving enough heat, but because a sinall one would not give the required
liztht for our cyes..a largg onc mirght be bliding...and of course it has
to look 'right' if we are to adjust. in other words, another JSarth,
Indubitably, such plancts oexist..but the chances-of finding one are
vanishingly small..and so I submit, arc our chances of founding an
interstcllar colony, at least until 'terraforming' is a feasible
proposition. Dut if we do find it, wouldn't it make a lovely place
for the I.R.A. to live 7

~0~0=0=
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Terry Jeeves
&
Alan Burns

R is For Rocket )
S is For Space ) Ray Bradbury. Pan 25p

Lradbury is very much an acguired taste which one either develops
or doesn't, His saccharine prose if distilled, might well x oduce enough
'Picturesque Specech and Patter! for a dozen issues of Reader's Digest. He
gives this technique full range in these two volmwses, covering the spectrun
from spacenrten te varnpires with side~trips for alien invesion and a few doscs
of sheer. homely socap-cpera scntiment, IEven the baddies are liberally be-~
sprinkled with sarsaparilla and the whiffs of nostalgia. Talten in large
doses (unless you're an addict) Bradbury can be overpowering, ncre so than
a diet of strawberries and creasi....out if dipped into sparingly, these arec
two excellent helpings »f his work. I'or these who pern cost against
contents, 'R' has 17 tales, and 'S' 15. at around 2p a tale, how can you
lose? Recomincended for all ages, aad cxeellent gifts for nephews. ToJ.

THE DAY OF THSZ RODBOT, Frank Delknap Long  Dohson 15/-
_____________________ I got this one frem the local library, hence the

dated price-~tag. In it, the 'Big Brain' denics telepathic John Takor his
request to marry with the result that this ex-~Venusian niner suddenly gets
enneshed with two girls - an android made just for him, and a girl he net
by chance in the computer room. A hectic chase cnsues through the 'ruins!
and affter much thud and blunder, Tabor is rescued by the goodices. This

one has enough holes to drive a %ruck through, and cnough loose ends to uake
a ball of spaghetti., Characters, evenis, locations, all apnear without

rnuch obvious reason (and vanish likewisc) Where Dobson unearthed this onc..
«sor why, Ghu only knows, but it is the first time I've encountered Long

in about thirty years...l hope the sanc time passes before our next mecti$§.

FAITASY AMD SCIENCE-FICTION (The Saturday Evening Post Reader) 21/~ from
___________________________ Souvenir Press,

20 varied tales covering a variety of styles and authors over a
period ranging from 1937 to 1964, Ail are gcod, and cffhand I can't
recall sceing any of thern anthelegised elsewhere., Providing you don't nind
pixing your F with your S-F, this is an cxcellent book to buy if you can
still find a copy at this low price, and a worthwhile addition teo your
hardcover eclicction. T.J.



The Water of the Wondrous Isles: William korris: Pan/Ballantine 40p| ;

A Voyage to arcturus: David Lindsay: Pan/Ballantine 40p

These two books have a certain 2
amount in commen. Physicelly they are both from the same stable: and
are the same price and format. Their story-line both concern a :
Journeying and what is encountcered on 1t, and both are qulte
obvicusly intended to bo parables of a sort. They both begin with
the kidrapping of the central character who is eventually sent on -
a kind of search but there the simllarity ends., The Wondrous Islas .
have a heroine, Birdalone, whereas ircturus has a kind of anti-hero
called Maskull, in style rather like Conan Doylefs Prefessor
Challenger, although without the latter's formidable secientific
curiosity.

To begin with Blrdalone and the
Wondrous Isles., This is a book completely ruined, as was the
Well at the World's ond by the euthor's resorting to a kind of
pseudo~-mediaeval English which is as tedious to read as it 1s
false. Why Morris didn't use the crisp rnarrative of News from
Nowhere puzzleés one, oxcept that News from Nowhere was a sort of
soclaloglcal document, and Morris didnit want his audienceo to
think that his fairy-stories were more of the same. So when we
have sorted out all the guff what do we have. Well a baby girl is
kidnapped by a witch and is given the name of Birdalone. Lilke
Snow White she makes friends with the animals, and eventuwally
gets her knight-errant. However after being kidnarped by the
witeh, Birdalone grows up as the witch's slavey and in due course
blossoms into beautiful womanhood, establishing a close relation-
~ship with a woods fairy Habundia. The wi%ch has a magic boat in
which she goeos journeys. Eventually, having lost her clothes
Birdalone sets off in tho boat and-travels to the wondrous isles.
On the first islc¢ she meets a wicked witch who has enslaved thres
girls and Birdalone escapes and sets off toc find their swains
(pinching the nicest one for herself)., Adventure follows adventurs
but turns out all right in the end. Verdict, Not bad.

Nsw wave rcadsrs will go wild over
arcturus, Mazskull the hero meets a couple of weirdoes at a seance
and jolns them in & flight to Arciturus? planet Tormance, He goes
to sleep on the trip and weskes up to find himseslf naked and
abandaned 1n a desert. He meets a girl who sets him off on a
journey whose objoct is to £ind Surtur the God of Virtue, Maslull
goos on hils way alenre, and seoms to have & propensity for
murdering people by accident, all of which gives him a colossal
load of guilt. He meets strange men, womea, and mutants, end is
alternately baked and frozen as the two suns of the planct orbit
around 1t. To even try and describe his encounters would be qulte’
impossible, but at last he doos find Surtur, and the two weirdoes,
one of whom is Krag the evil, and the other is Nightspore who 1is
Maskull purlfied of all guilt and sin after death, Thls is a book
that you just can't put down once you've started it. It is way out,
and yet not so way out as to be unroadable. Verdict. Excellent.

A A.
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PECSIONS IN SPACE
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ERIC__LINDSAY
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S-.. How many times have you picked up a science~
“fiction book and read something aleng these Lines i=

TR ",,.therc was a deafening, mind-shattering blaste.
The explosion smashed him to the floor; the concussion kept him
there, stunned, sick, but alive, and conscious that those sturdy
walls had survived the almost intolerable blow."

This graphic description, taken from A.E. vanVogt's classic novel
tSlan', describes the effects of a nuclear nine exploding in space.
The real cffcects of an explosion such as this would be somewhat different.

In an atmosphere there are basically three effects, These are,

1, olast effeccts, caused by alr overpressures. Even relatively low press-
ures Ifrem 4 to 10 p.s.i. can dawzage most buildings. For comparison,
sone sonic boons can reach 2 pounds.

| 2. Thermal effects, the direct heat

Radielior Roenlgens radiation from the fireball, and also

the effects of the heated air in the

vieinity. Tor our purpose, wWe can
neglect such effects as firestorns,

O0L

1004 Muclear radiation Mostly in the form
of ncutrons and gamna raysa. Tlese are
atscnuated rapidly by any sort of.
shiclding. Again,; we can neglect such
effects as fallout,

N
&

Thermal cal/r me

70
FIG.1 Shovs these effects for a small

explosion of 20 kilotors,

Brass

g In space, these cffects assume different
= t - relative dangers. Blast is no longer the
/1ies 2 pain cause of damage, as there is no air

FIG 1. to carry the shack wave, To rely on blast
effects would require almost catching the
wictim in the actual blast.

Phermal cffects are also likely to be limited. Personnel would norwally
be shielded by the ship's metal hull, and while there would be a
considerable heating effect, it would only be brief, For cxaniplg, a
about 1/3 of a mile the heat reveived would be about 100 cals/cu” of
ships. About 209 of this would be reflected even if the surface were



\
unpolished, The danger of nuclear cxplosions in space lies mainly in the(—J
effects of radiation, which would reduce in accordance with the inverse ,
square law and without -atmopplieric attenuation, TFig.2, shows the difforence
in dosages for a 20 kiloton. weapon in air and in spaces. Naturally some
effort could be made to provide shielding, but its efficieney is.approsw '’
jmately proportional to its weight. To reduce radiation by half requires
1% inches of steel (iron being somewhat more effective than other netals)
Very cffective if you have thick- enough walls, .In B.E. SMITH's ¢classic
tSlcylark of Space', the original Skylark's walls wero four foet thick,
giving a shielding- factor of about 2 S000 | ’
(4y294,967,296 unless I made a mistalce)
ith six inch walls, the protection becomcs
1/4¢ and you could still pick up 100 roentgens
at 6 miles from a 20 kiloton blast. 4nd I
can't imagine ships with 6! steel shiclds ,,q,
for some time yet,

In contrast a similar bomb in air is IethLl
from radiation alene up to 0,7 miles, but has
no short~term significance over 1.4 miles.

A 20 nmegaton bomb increases thesc to 2.2 and
3+3 niles respectively.

¥or estimating radiation from a large
bonb in space, the formula R= 4200 (pdg?) /€0 1
zives rcasonable results. R is in roentgens
p, yield in k/tons and d the distance in niles}

There are other effects, 'megaton’
range weapons produce untreatable retinal
burns in rabbite at 400 wiles., High altit-
ude cxplosions effects the Heaviside layers ®
and interfere with radar. Semiconductors

arnlgens

- 4
v

are sensitive to radiation, so unmanned craft Mies ¥ 20 =g 2 o
would not be safe.
The ¢ffects of various dosages on humans can be sumnarised as -
5000 R will incapacitate at once, and all exposed die within a weecke 600 R
kill nost exposed to it, but symptoms take ahout L hours to appear, TFor
lesser dosages, varying death rates and degreecs of incapacity are to be
expecteds
REFERENCES .
«The Bffects of Nuclear Yeaponsi' U.S, Goverament, 1957
“The Fallen 3ky, Medical consequences of thermonuclear wart,
Saul Aronow & c. Hill and Wang, New York 1963
Spacc Handbookm A4 stronauticev and its applications™
R.W,Buchheim and Rand Corporation
iConflict in Space' M.M.Golovine, Tenple Press, 1962
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conments marked thus)))
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L) CAGLE, Route.l., Leon, Xansas 67074, U.5,.A.

Nice cover on ERG 38, I like the colour, but the
artwerk is good enough without embellishment. LOCs
would be the only reason I would ever publish a Tan
-zine, and I probably would cross out anyonels name
after two issues failed to stir their interest,
Money is fine teo get started, but communication is
much better payment. If for no cther reason, because it indicates sonmeone
was interested enough to put out a little cffort. ({ I asree wholeheartedly
and frow now on, ZRG is becoming harder to get))) Not only is a country
only as good as the people who inhabit it, the same goes for the people
. who make up the police force. It can be bad either way providing the
rigzit people are in power. But it can be good toc, sc they say. (1t is
in England))) The question is who decides what's right and what's wrong
for the most people, and what do you do if things are decidedly bad ?
{({ Our elected representatives make the decisions..if bad, we vote 'em
out a: the next election...in theory)) If you're of a minority opinion,
you're a rouseg and if you're with the majority, you tend to feel
indiznant; there is no answer to such problems. ((( Likewise, there is no
perfect (or nearly so) form of government...all we can try to do, is to
do the best for the most..but SOME must lose out))) Add my name to Terry
lughes in the 'I'd like to see more British Fanzines Dept.?! I proiise 3
respoinse. dJudging from what I read in IRG (my first taste of British
Fandom) response will be no problem. ({ Thanks a lot Ed, for the two
grand letters, of which lhe ahover is but a brief synopsis. I hope that
you get & gooddy load of British fanzines as a result))

ALAN DURNS 6 Goldspink Lane, Newcastle On Tyne. NI2 K0

"Regrettably not up to the usual Jeeves' standard in several waysS.
Tirst of all the duplicating got worse and worse as I read through the mag.
As for the cover, well it was by far the worst you've ever done {((Quech ')
0ddly cnough, the art work greatly improved after Hemory Bank Lanes In
your Grgitorial, with which I agree, T think you have now made the point
about the long-haired howlers ((NOT my phrase.))) not knowinyg what they are
bab lidg of, so I think that can new be closed. Your sugzestions
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concerning fandom are eminently seusible and I concur with your idea that/
we sbould have a single award. cup or plague and pass it around, Wartazi_
was amusing as it went and effectively took the miki (sorry) out of the
African Jungle Stories. The article about early s-f wasn't bad and the
artwork was very good. (((Alan was also the first to come up with the
correct answer to the logic puzzle..but as a regular contributor, he
doesn't need the free subl)

@@%jﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂgﬁK.-ﬂS Higshbury Granze, London N.5

MI can't help wondering why you send me these exquisite little illos
and you put in ZRG unproporiioned things like that on page 14 ((( Irg is
hand~cut..your illcs were pen-drawn )) humourous pictures (Sogsies etc.)
are one thinpg, amusing, and that I don't like them is only a sign that I'm
a twit, Dut on the serious line, I find you a hard man to pian down -
your worlk varics from very poor t. very very goods ((( My pen has a wobbly
nib ! The cover was a noble flop. I verv nuch like this type of inter-
locking design. I feel this cover drawing is hasty ((( Actually, it took
about four times as long as IRG 38)) I LIKED your colour cover ~f the
trg before, and the contents were arusing coffee break reading I even
quoted your- editorial to scveral i
Irish people sitting with me. They >
agreed with you in your obvious < //
intolerance of mass-nurder tactics.

But they all said, “8o what's nevw ?" ——

VL

((Brains in Belfast ! ok
:
et
Charles Winstone 5 \\\\ <\
71 George Rd. ; -5 e T S

Erdington

BIRINGIAY B23 79E “There is a strong case fer the return of corporal

punishment for vandals - as there is against
anyone who knowlfigly and deliberately proceeda to
ereate a situation whereby many innocent people are going to be killed,
injured or mutilated., I hate terrorists and despise their defendants.
This goes for the I.R.(T)A, (Irish Republican Terrcrist Army, but also
the rovisionals ((( George also castigates the Catholic Church for not
denouncing these yobs. I agree with him, but lack space to print it all))
‘Nartaz'! of the Baboons..was deliriously funny. How long did it bale
you to dig up the nanesof the characters ? ((( As I wrote, I made ‘om up M
'"Three Ior Me'..the problem is that=all one can do with other people's
reminiscences is agree with them. Memory 3Bank Lane, like nost merlories
hese were highly personal. bui the first part of the article has oiven
me an idea for a cover Sor ¥ADIR. ({ So if any of you want to see his
fanzine, drop Chas. a line))

LOGIC PUZZLE YINUERS Correci scluiions were sent in by Alaan lurns,
John Pigrott, and Reger Waddingtin. Since Alan is on the free list as
a regular contributor, the prize oif two free issues goes to John, and
his sub is hereby extended to ERC 2

Stop Press...Roj Gilbert also came through with the answer, but toeo

it T 5 T A e e i e e e

CHAIIGT O1' ADDRESS W2ilid] 4s of now, the address of Till and Joan
Dowers (publisher and publishess of CUTWORLDS) is5...
P,0. BCX 354, ."Wadsworth, Ohio L4281 U.S.0,
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// J_ohn Piz ott, 17 Hommouth Rd., Oxford 0X1 4TD
. I thot this cover decidedly inferior to previous issues
{((tie too)) and though I haven't said so, ((Why not ?))) I do like the
colour covers. ‘'Nartaz' was nothing short of brilliant, and I was
greatly annoyed when, at the end, you killed him off, since it may stop
you from giving further episodes in his carcer. {((( See helow )} I nmust
confess your habit of interrupting letters with your
bitty comments annoys me a bit. {((Just ignore
theu then,))) I don't think comments should 0
only appear at the end of letters, but @@%OG{')@ SM@B?’LW P
they ought not to be at the end of nearly
every sentence ({ A valid argument, but I
lilkke to juxtapose point and comient..it makes
the riposte more pithy)l.. ((( Surely you don't
want me to take ghe pith out ?)) Con programme
+syes, this year's was too sercon fur me,too.,
There was no recognition on the programme
for the existence of fans., 0.K., so we're

AT
in the majority {((Not so, fans STARTED #[‘,\'\‘!@/E‘?G&wﬁ?m @G’

conventions )) but couldn't we have one 67
little panel to oursklves ? I hope that with mﬂ R T 8
Ompa holding the next con. there may be more fan 0
items. I'm told that a 'quiz' used to be held. I feel it might be a
nice idea to revive it,{{Me too, and I've propsed guite a few fannish
items to the committee, so let's hold our breath))

Memory Bank Lanc launched in me the thought as to whether
future menerations of fans will be able to look bhack on this current era
with such nostalgia. Maybe the first appearance of Mike Moorcock, or
those lbrief gaudy davys of the New Wave 2 Will they look back as much as
I do to the good 0ld days of Journey Into Space and Dan Dare, Dut I'm
wondering whether such current s~f manifestations will kave any staying
power besides pure nostalpgia, any more so than the basic fiction of the
thirtiese How many will stand up to the cold light of day? Those three
stories that Alan Burns Mentions have anyway (((But they were not from
the 30's))I've just been looking them up. Don't ask me to recall some
of my favourite titles, I seem to have read so many that were all out-
standing! I recall two by ZFR as being among them, "The Waitabits' and
'The Hobbyist' (((One of my favourites the latter))) 'I'm in two minds
about your competitions, on the one hand thereds the mental excrecise
involved in working them out, yet on the other there's the time it tekes
away from fanac ({((But they ARZ fanac !))) An all inclusive trophy for
Lritfandom ? Well, I'd like to see the BSFA award for the best s-f of
the year named after Ted Carnell, as he did so rmuch to further the cause
of s~f in this country. If we had & permanent headquarters I'd sugrest
a Roll of Honour to be set up with his name prominently displayed,..but
in so far as it goes, I'd place my vote behind a Cup with a roll of fen
thereon, {{( Well how about it ? We have lost Zric Jones, Bod Richardson,
Doc ‘leir, Ken McIntyre and Ted Carhell to name but a few, It would be
nice to salute them ALL, not just two or three.,.and in future years we
can expect the Roll to lengthen...and we can't have an award for each,
so a Roll of Honour on Cup or shield seems a sound plan))

Which is all we have space for this time, so thanks and apologies to
those good LOCers who had to be squcezed out, Bestesty, Terrye
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Mailing
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Best Cover
FHTV .7

Best Magazine LURK.2 Runner Up, Hell 5

A nice hefty mailing this time, and full of excellent
material, so since I'm short of space..let'’'s at the comments,

OFF TRAILS, First off, I'm wondering whether or not I'M voted in as Pres.
= since there is no mention in OT. I supnort the sliding scale
of dues, as although it makes little difference tinancially (to win it
costs you more than you won) ithe idea is a nice little perk for those who
rezularly overproduce.

LURK A nice thick issue,and I love your crossword puzzles, even though T
only 5ot six clues in this one, Tz muchly for epoboc poll support.

I enjoyed your Con rep, and the photepages really brought all the faces

back to mind., Tor me, the best part of a con IS the mixing, and the sercon

panels are just waste time. That bod who save up his studies and bHlamed

the 'systen' for railroading nim...well, if he was interested in chemistry,

mood teachers would naturally try to encourage that interest..and surely

a job in which you have an interest is better than onc you hate, Dut in

the final analysis, WHC CHOSE CHBMISTRY..him/he and no one else. You

say yoonrself you spent three years studying chemistry..to what purpose.

hpart from no study being wasted, what nade YOU ehoose that line of study ?

Personally, I studied chemistry, and started out as a lab ascistant doing

steel analysis...but I den't regret it..even when I trained as a radio

/1 plus Typex code & cypher mechanic in the RAF..,and finally becane a

teacher, It's all background.

-

HELL 5 Nicely drawn cover, but I just didn't go for it (Reminds mey who
owes me a letter/a visit, and a badge ??2? I sug.est you export
Lisa Conesa to Sheffield, burn that rubbish on page 12, and fill the issue
with more of those superb Skel drawings. He improves by leaps and bounds.
Re your combozine querics, I didn't contribute for taree excellent (to. me)
reascns, 1. 250 pages means that onrnly four sides costs you a ream cf paper
plus nmuch work, 2, I had material in the first combozine, and it was like
heaving it into a hole...no IOc, no comment, no nuffin, 3. I don't aim to
waste good stuff, I save it for ERG. Does that explain it ? However,
if you cut down the paze count to say 120, nmake guarto compulsory add plan
the whole thing as ONE magazine..then I'1l play next year. The Jazz guitar
is as boring to me, as Belfast/Space Travel/ete are to many others, so no
comment on this. Ta for Reanmy's address,.brush stencils have a special
(weal: recid ., Since you can't afford Australia OR USA, why not support
Australia in '75 2727 Another nice hefty issue, I like Hell,



sH BV-7  Jiked ~that experimental cover, very effective. I also 1iked the

howler ‘pages,.the hotel ad, sounds an ideal con site. Alsg liked
the account of héw to-wind up with codles of Persil, but the farm news Was
definitely not up my alley. I get ay coldurs in-one go Dy using a Banda, but
I do have a enlottr change (red) when I fcel like using it.

THE ¥FRuHCHE COMaGCTEON © As' I said above, farming bores me, but apart Tron a

' lot of spelling boobs (I assume 'substities! are meant
to be 'subsidies' ?) I felt your.comments were no entirely without bias, .
Why sheould the French system nake for high prices ? ZIven bad farming must
produce large crops given large acreage under cultivation..and surely hiszh
subsidies mean low prices, (even if high taxes). Then again, you say that
high beef prices is panic buying by dealers, not panic selling by farmers.
I£ They dlda't buy, you couldn’t sell, This could also be asked &S e+
if we didn't sell, they couldn't buy. - Thus, the farmers obviously went For
a killing and are as puilty as the next person. I fancy the real clue lies
in the relative prices of beef (a) in France (b) here, If it can be bought
here cheaper than in France, they will buy here..and since their rates are
higher than ours, the home buyer ic squeezed out,

YINWPOINE 8 Cover a bit messy, and a size (A4) which I dislike. But a nice
hefty zine. Liked the game idea. Bentcliffe and I once invented
'Paropoly'! with the buying and selling ¢f preozines and subs. I enjoyed
'Now is Forever' right up until the end when it wen¥ flat,.the illo was much
better without the overprinting. Also enjoyed the Vector duper collecting
sagae Lilked your puzzle, but it was too toush for me, Also liked the nice
hefty Ompamnail supplement,.but why not ctaple it into V8 and nale a full
issue ? ALl in all, a highly entertaining package. Keep it up chuie

CSTEEN RAVIEW Good o0ld Sam (Loved your Aussie parody in EGG) and your

3 Onpaviews were very good too. I was also taken Ly the Capt,
Marvel bit. I suppose it had to happpn (poor Be.e) That Iejshoote ALAAGH,
I also enjoyed meeting up with you al Chester..hope you can get over for
sristol. (or, wherever) in '93. Lewis Vickers returns soon with = piece on
tho. legal side of colonising. '

JELLQ {(ARCARUHN) ‘lelcome to Ompa dim., I was enjoying you con reny and then
found it petered out before you got there. Hope you finish it next time.

BICRSL I' (0N Again welcome to Ompa, but I refuse to type out hat title, Your
4nzlish is as good as many faneds (and your spelling Setter)

lMa:;s devoted to m/cs just don't draw any more m/cs and thus all Tades away e

Drother i law moves to Antwerp next year..wabteh out for him. -~

FARZIL S FALSTIOUE How can one colwent at any preat length simply on other
L comients ? LRG hasn't changed much, 'cos I like it this
wayeesand I only produce it because I enjoy doing it. More material next
tine round eh ? : :
SPACEIEAN. Me too a long time space buff, and phooey to the knockers, I
haven!t read Ringworld, so can't tackle your puzzle.

0¥ Oi T TRAILS. Réther faint repro. Ta for Poll support, you are a ghood
mane. Pdrst Ompazines are so rare, that a new menber is almost certain to
to win your award, even with a one page crudzine. Sheffield HAS clean air,
partly because of a suokkless zaene policy and partly hecause of numerous
parks (plus industry sited down wind) I1'1l prive it next time You're over,
APTD A PINAL NCTRH,..PHOOREY TC ALL CNE STAPLI MAGAZINES., "



